The Intricate Web of Extinction
We do not weave the web of life. We are merely a strand in it. Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves.
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Imagine the entire Earth being void of wildlife. Where would that leave us? I shudder to think about it. The survival of Mother Earth is sitting on a ticking time bomb. Should the vast majority of the world’s scientists be correct, we have just ten years to avert a major catastrophe that could send our entire planet into a state of epic destruction.
We continue to slumber in our belief that our future generation is safe, that the warning signs that Mother Earth has given us is nothing but a hoax. All of us live in this eerie space between moments, on the edge of catastrophe, oblivious to our impending moments, sharing this fragile planet we call Earth. Shocking statistics proved the situation to be far worse than ever imagined.
Snowball Effect
Due to global warming, global mean temperature may increase at least 8 degrees in half a century.  The warmer temperatures are expected to raise sea level by expanding ocean water, melting mountain glaciers and melting parts of Greenland Ice sheet. The snow cover in the Northern Hemisphere and floating ice in the Arctic Ocean have decreased too. By the year 2050, the Arctic Ocean could even be ice-free, and more than a million species of animals and plants worldwide would be driven to extinction. Extinction is the disappearance, brought about by natural or unnatural means, of an entire species.
The consequences of global warming affect not only the visible things that we can see around us. In fact these evil claws are also reaching deep down into the ocean floor. Coral bleaching is happening all over the world in many countries. Whenever coral is stressed by higher water temperatures, even by only 2 or 3 degrees warmer, algae, that give corals their brilliant colours, will not be able to survive. Thus coral bleaching occurs. Coral usually recovers from bleaching, but it cannot survive the stress of constant warming waters. 
A biochemistry professor M. James Crabbe from University of Luton near London once advised, “If you want to see a coral reef, go now, because they just won’t survive in their current state.” 
The Real Threat – Us
Our society is constantly evolving, causing natural habitats to be altered and modified. When changes occur rapidly, there is not enough time for individual species to react and adapt to its new environment. We are the real threat to the Earth – us humans. Almost every corner of the earth has been infiltrated by human activities, particularly during the past century. The loss of microbes in soils that formerly supported tropical forests, the extinction of fish and various aquatic species in polluted habitats, and changes in global climate brought about by the release of greenhouse gases are all the deeds of humans and their selfish behaviour.
For instance, tropical forests give the appearance that they are abundant; in fact they are highly prone to destruction. It takes centuries to re-grow a forest that was cut down by humans or destroyed by slash-and-burn. At the current rate of deforestation, it is no wonder that many species have ceased to exist due to a loss of their natural habitats.

One thing leads to another
Overexploitation has an adverse impact on biodiversity. When something happens to one species, the effects can be felt on the entire ecosystem because they are linked. If we cut down trees faster than the trees grow, animals will lose their food and homes and die.
This radical drop has created a devastating social crisis. The price to pay for overexploitation is high, leaving communities with little alternatives for habitats and possibly even food sources.

As quoted by Mahatma Gandhi, “Earth provides enough to satisfy every man's need, but not every man's greed." 
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Boiling Frog Analogy
According to the Boiling Frog Analogy, if a frog is placed into a pot of boiling water, 
it will leap out immediately to escape the danger. But if the frog is put into a pot of cold water that is being heated up gradually to boiling point, the frog will not be aware of the threat until it is too late. The frog will eventually be boiled to death. The frog's survival instincts are geared towards detecting sudden changes. 

This parable is often used to illustrate how humans have to pay attention to slowly changing trends in the environment, not just the sudden changes. We often make the mistake of monitoring only the obvious threats and ignore the slowly developing ones. 
If we continue to avoid the issue, slowly but surely, the world that is our home will be destroyed. It’s not too late to fix things. So spread the word, set aside our differences and start saving our planet together while we still can.
Prevention is Better than Cure
As the saying goes, “Prevention is better than cure”. When the situation escalates into a point of no return, it will be too late. That is when education, corporate social responsibility (CSR), government policies comes in. In education, care for the environment is reinforced in schools right from the start and instilled in the kids so that when they grow up, they follow the same habits. In CSR, more and more companies are going green nowadays because they realise the seriousness of the problem. And the laws and policies that the government enforce helps to a certain extent too.
BUT, everything boils down to the individual’s attitudes – CHANGE. Are they willing to pay more for eco-friendly products? Are they willing to reduce, reuse, recycle? Despite the media coverage about environmental issues all these years, people are still apathetic. Yes, they know about the greenhouse effect, global warming and its adverse impacts, but they do nothing about it.

There is no really definite solution in resolving climate change. Perhaps the best thing we can do right now is to influence the opinion leaders so that the opinion leaders will in turn influence their ‘followers’. Because what the opinion leaders do are deemed as ‘cool’, it would be the best way to reach the mass public.
The Future is in our Hands
As cliché as it may sound, the future of our planet does lie in our hands. We can choose to let the government deal with it. But we should also be aware that the problems the scientists predict is going to happen in our lifetime. Many people have this common thinking that only the government has the authority to enforce policies in place to protect the Earth. But they are wrong. One small action may not make a difference but many small actions added together will pack a punch. We only have one Earth, and we are its living inhabitants. If we don’t do anything about it, who will?
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