
For the Press

Event: A talk jointly organised by Katadyn/Swisspro and Singapore Polytechnic (SP)
Topic: 

Environmental Responsibility and Water Solutions

Date: 

19 Nov (Thurs), 3.30pm, Raffles Marina.

Venue: 
Raffles Marina (buses from SP will be provided)

Time: 

3:30 pm to 5:30pm at the Raffles Marina Auditorium 
Audience: 
SP staff and students
Programme: 
Speaker: Mr. Dario Schwoerer 
Part I 

Introduction. His mission; His adventure. 

Part II 

Key Environmental Challenges. 

Part III 
Water Solution, Product demonstration . 

Part IV 
Boat Tour / Q&A. 

Why do Katadyn/Swisspro initiatve and sponsor the event

“Economic success is important but there will always be other values beyond business. This is why Katadyn is serious about supporting social and ecological projects that encourage children and youth or help protect the environment. In these efforts, the people and projects are the most important, not Katadyn. Katadyn helps out of conviction and not for image.”

Swisspro is an expert in residential water filtration, exclusively using the proven Katadyn filtration technology.  Swisspro believes that “Great tasting water doesn’t have to be at the expense of the environment”. Filtering water as nature intended it to be, the filters are made from raw materials based on natural and renewable resources, they are easily disposable and biodegradable.
Who will be attending

Katadyn and Swisspro’s business partners, associates and friends. 
The Swiss Embassador, Mr. Jörg Al. Reding
170 Singapore Polytechnic students and staffs.  
Students from the Diploma in Environmental management and Water Technology (DEWT) course – See Appendix B.  Students of year 1, 2, 3 from the School of Architecture and the Built Environment (ABE),  the SP Environment Club, SP CD Lion-hearters Club and project students from the Diploma in Civil Engineering & Management course.

How is the topic relevant
Many young people have expressed concern about the environment and the shortage of drinking water in different parts of the world due to global warming and natural disasters.

They want to learn about climate changes and water solutions from the experiences of Dario Schwoerer and his adventure on the TOPtoTOP Global Climate Expedition (www.toptotop.org).
How did this joint event with Katadyn-Swisspro come about?
Katadyn-Swisspro proposed a talk by Dario Schwoerer, the School of Architecture & the Built Environment (ABE) saw the potential for such out-of-classroom learning.  The talk on Environmental Responsibility and Water Solutions will be appropriate for other interested youths in SP.  

Singapore Polytechnic encourages out-of-classroom learning for students and collaboration with industries so as we prepare SP students to be work ready, life ready and world ready. 

Recently, a group of students from Singapore Polytechnic went with Mercy Relief and SCDF to distribute food to the homeless people at the earthquake stricken Parianman, Padang City (13 to 15 Oct 2009).  The team brought along water treatment tablets purchased from Katadyn-Swisspro for disinfecting contaminated water.  
Mr Marco Preisig, Managing Director of Katadyn/Swisspro and Mr Lim Cher Yam, Director of the School of ABE agreed recently to collaborate on education, and the study of water issues and solutions. See Appendix A.
Appendix A
1.    Education and Career Plan
a.     Singapore Polytechnic to install 4 units of  Swisspro drinking water systems. A group of Civil Engineering students who are interested in water technology has been selected to study indoor water quality parameters, taste, flow, maintenance frequency. 
b.    SP students will also be studying Katadyn’s products used in disaster reliefs areas.

b.   Katadyn-Swisspro will also sponsor a selection of 3 portable water filters which would be used in conjunction with SP’s courses or any outdoor programs. 

c.     SP will invite Katadyn-Swisspro to conduct a seminar on “safe and environmentally friendly drinking water” at future dates.
2.    Projects Cooperation
SP students will have the opportunity to study the efficacy of Katadyn-Swisspro products that have been used in disaster reliefs, the public and NGO’s.  
3.    Awareness and Events  

a.     The TOPtoTOP Global Climate Expedition www.toptotop.org ,  a project under the patronage of United Nations Environment Program, the first expedition to travel over the seven seas to the seven summits using only nature’s power, will stop over in Singapore from 17 to 27 November. 
TOPtoTOP was founded in Switzerland in 1999 with the goal to collect good examples to protect our global climate and share this hopes with young people in the schools. Since the start of the expedition in 2002 TOPtoTOP created like a “pearl chain” of good solutions around the globe and visited 40’000 students. 
To make the topic interesting for the young audience, the organisers show that achievements can be done in harmony with nature. A great way to inspire young people for clean energy solutions! The traveling team is engaged in educational activities with schools and universities all over the world. Katadyn has equipped the expedition with various systems, including a Power Survivor (desalination system) that runs on alternative energy of either wind or solar power without the requirement of batteries. 

Appendix B

Background Information
Diploma in Environmental Management & Water Technology Course
Background – Water and environmental technologies are emerging and high growth industries in Singapore.  In January 2006, the government established the National Research Foundation to provide funding of $5 billion for strategic R&D initiatives to promote the growth of the environment and water sector.  Globally, Singapore has plans to collaborate with other countries in water technology.  It is estimated that the Asian environmental engineering market alone (excluding Japan) is worth $37 billion a year and has the potential to triple to $105 billion by 2010.

The Ministry of Education has on 12 Dec 2006 approved this new full-time Diploma in Environmental Management & Water Technology (DEWT). 

We aim to produce technologists to support the industry with growing business in environmental mgt and water technology.

The School of the Built Environment (BE) is one of the oldest schools in the Singapore Polytechnic.  Since 1965, SP has played an important part in providing skilled manpower at the middle-management level for the construction industry and the built environment.  Courses offered by BE are: Architecture, Property & Facilities Management, Civil & Structural Engineering, Landscape Architecture, Integrated Events & Project Mgt, and Environmental Mgt & Water Technology.
Curriculum of the DEWT Course 

I. Multi-disciplinary modules: 

a) Civil Engineering:  Engineering Process and CAD modelling, Civil Engineering Construction & Quantity Surveying, Structures, Geomatics and Geographical Information System (GIS), Soil Science, Project Management.  
b) Mechanical & Electrical Engineering: Materials Technology, Instrumentation & Controls, Electrical Technology, Industrial Noise & Vibration Control, 

c) Chemical & Life Sciences – Analytical & Physical Chemistry, Membrane Separation Process, 

II. Environmental Management & Water Technology modules:
Environmental Microbiology, Hydrology & Hydraulics, Water Supply, Wastewater Technology, Pumping Systems, Air pollution control, Solid & Hazardous Waste management, Environmental Management System, Workplace Safety, Health & Environment, Renewable Energy, Industrial Ventilation, Green Buildings.
Employment – Graduates can find employment in Government ministries, public sector agencies, universities and research institutes, and companies engaged in environmental engineering and management consultancies, services, equipment supplies, construction, installation and operations.
The private companies they can consider working in are those engaged in:

a) water treatment, equipment, service and supplies 
b) environmental pollution and management services

c) recycling and waste management
d) civil and structural engineering consultancy and construction of environment and water treatment plant facilities   

Career Prospects – In Singapore, the emerging environmental and water technology sector is expected to triple to $1.7 billion by 2015 with the number of jobs doubling to 11,000 (figures published by the newly-formed Environment and Water Industry Development Council in the Straits Times on 18 July 2006).  
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