;i'_'AvovAGE ACROSS SEVEN SEAS AND AS MANY SUMMITS TO SAVE EARTH

The family of Schworers is on a
10-year global climate mission

Shrabonti Bagchi

&
Dario Schworer’s idea of in-
troducing himself before an

interview is towalk into the

room and immediately exe-

* cute d perfect handstand. “I
justfinished a long chat and
I need some blood in my
head,” he says by way of ex-
planation in his lilting,
heavily accented English.

- The Swiss national, who
leads the phenomenal and
unigque TOPtoTOP Global
Climate Expedition, is in
Bangalore for a week with
his adventure-loving family
to meet schoolchildren, eco-
friendly companies and
corporate chieftains. Their
ultimate goal? To spread
awareness about the envi-
ronment and sustainable
living by talking about the
family’s epic journey across
— literally —seven seas and
seven summits.

The journey started in
2002 when Schworer, a cli-
matologist who also worked
as a mountain guide, and
his wife Sabine, a trained
nurse, decided to do some-
thing dramatic and atten-
tion-grabbing when they
saw the Alps affected by
changes in the climate.

The Schworers donot see
‘the expedition getting over
before 2012. Their aim is to
cover seven climactic zones
in the world and climb the
highest peaks in these

* Zones, meeting people along
the way and creating con-
verts for environment-
friendly lifestyles. Oh, and
they also had three chil-
dren while on the expedi-
tion. The kids are now sea-
soned travellers and as
much ambassadors of sus-
tainability as the two
adults. - !

They landed in India in
January; Kolkata being
their first port of call. The
family’s preferred mode of
inter-continental travel is a
solar and wind-powered
sailboat named Pachama-

ma, the Inca word for ‘Moth-
er Earth’, in which they
travelled from Australia to
the eastern coast of India.
From Kolkata, the family cy-
cled its way to the Nepal bor-
der and then on to the Ever-
est base camp. Along the
way, they did some cleaning,
clearing garbage with the
help of volunteers who trav-
el with them along with the
local people.

“Between Kolkata and
Kathmandu, we cleaned up
about 1,000 kgs of garbage,”
says Schworer. Encouraging
schoolchildren to cleanup
their neighbourhood is

- something of a ritual with

them. “They understand
that little steps are impor-
tant,” says Schworer.

That'’s one of the goals of
this expedition: exhibiting
that small changes we make
to our lifestyles (such as go-
ing to bed at sunset, which
the Schworers practise) can
have an incremental impact
on the environment, and
that great sport and great
adventure can be pursued in
an eco-friendly manner.

As they travel, the fami-
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near Patagonia four
years intothe
expedltion and almost
giving up. They had to
stall the expedition for
one-and-a-half years
while repairs were
made to the boat,
which emerged bigger,
better and loaded with
eco-friendly gizmos.

ly also aims to collect
nuggets of local and indige-
nous wisdom. A Polynesian
grandmother; for instance,
showed them a really cool
way to refrigerate by keep-
ing food in special pots with
layered water channels.

As for their own children
(8alina, 5, Andri, 3, and one-
year-old Noe), Schworer
doesn't think it's a hardship
for them to be growing up
on the move. “They are
tough and adaptive. They
eat healthy food, get clean
air and a lot of exercise.
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Their parents are- with
them all the time. They
have friends all over the
world. As for us, they open
doors everywhere. People
can identify withus—after
all, even we have to change
nappies!” grins the adven-

‘turer, who, afew hours be-

fore the Ayodhya verdict,
cannot understand what
the big deal is.

“Why are people fighting
in the land of Gandhi?” he
asks with great simplicity
and, perhaps, greater wis-
dom. s_bagchi@dnaindia.net
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