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VIEW FROM THE TOP The couple Darlo and Sablne form

mountaln quide Dario

hat sets Darlo Schwbre t's, jour-

ney apart from many athers

who undertake a warld record

expedition? Not that he has
climbed five summits and plans o cov
er two more, That he roams around the
wiorld carrying a me ssage, thoughave-
oy pertinent one, is also no news, Turn:
ingitintoan extraordinary experience
ig the fact that Dario travels with his
family, his wife Sahine and his three
children — Salina(5), Andri (3) and the
youngest child Noé (1). And lest one
fargets to mention, all the three kide
were born during the pxpedition what
is known as “TOFteTOF Global Cli-
mate Expedition”.

Their mode of transportation s
equally intriguing. The family of five
travels by walking, biking and sailing.
While they sail witha Swiss-made boat
powered by solar and wind energics,
they cycle across continents atd walk.
=when our youngest son Noé devel-
oped a kidney infection. my wife had to
rush back to Switzerland for his oper-
ation slnce it was an emergency sit-
uation and at that time, she had to fiv,”
says Dario on his way to Bangalore
where he will spend about 2 menth
conducting workshops and interacting
with school students.

Perturbed by the adverse effects of
climate change on his ‘office’ (the
Alps), he along with his wife Sabine
decided to do samething that would
highlight the issue of global warming.
the world over. Thus came about TOF-
toTOP Global Climate Expedition, an
NGO under the palronage of United
Natlons, Dario and Sabine began by
walking in their home country, Swit-
serland following which they climbed
the Alps, “Our initiative is to set a re-
eord in world expe dition during which
we collect good examples of eco-
friendly innovations and simple solu-
tions that can be used in our daily
lives,” says Dario.

The youngsters, especially school
gtudents play a significant role in his
programme. Diario visits schools in ev-
ery cily he goes tn, interacts with ¢hil-
dren, conducts WO kahops  and
encourages them o participate in
TOPTOP Global Climate Solution
award, The students are asked towrite
four pages on "what cat yoil do in your
country to seve the climate” and also
meke a poster. Dario giadly shares with
wethat thewinner af this year's edition
of TOPtoTOP Global Climate Solution
Aveard is an Indian, \ohit Agarwal, a
third year student of electrical engl-
neering at 11T Delhi, who was chogen
out of the participants from the 47 na-
tians, Dasio hasbeen to.

Sustalnability matters

Tadate, theyhave sailed over 70.000
kilometres in their expedition vessel,
climbed 400,000 vertical melers, cy-
cled pver 18,000 kilometres andvisited
nver 47,000 students. Dario and his
team algo zero i o the sustainahility
projects and eco-friendly alternatives
which are being used by peaplein their
day-to-day lives like the ancient tech-
nigue of preserving focd without re-
frigeration in the Pacific island state of
Vanuatu, Proctising what they preach,
the family expedition uscs a sailboat, a
boat which operates on renewable
technology. “Sailing in the Southern

Ocean, the boathitaco ntainer and de-

s the core team of the expedition; {below) the

T Cleaning mountains,
of eco-friendly

fingschaol

veloped cracks. It took us one-and-a-
half vears torepair the boat which gave
us time to make bahies, We asked com-
panies to develop 2 vessel that can ap-
erate on wind and golar energies wit
maximur safety in the toughest ma-
rine enviroinments,” recalle Darin. The
first child Celina was borm during this
time, “We used a Swigs army knife to
cut the umbilical ¢hord and when the
company read that information, they
hecame our first sponser,” he adds.

Tt will be another sixyears before the
bunch winds up thelr thrilling adven-
ture. The expedition has been to the
highesttopin Eurape, Mont Blane, the
highest top in South America, Aconca-
gua, highest mountain in Australia,
Mount Kosciusko and Mount Everest,
the highest peak in the world and
hopes to climb Antarctica’s bMount
Vinsonand SouthAfrica’s Kilimanjaro
in the remaining six years. *\ount Ev-
erest and Aconagua were the most pol-
luted  mountains. Wwe found
aluminium, tin, plastic hottles, oXyEED
bottles there, We brought a lot of gar-
bage down. We event brought doawn a
dead body. Mount Kosciuszko was the
cleanest mountain,” he adds.

However, qustaipability, Dario
states is not a concept which is easy to
explain tothe Australians as compared
to the Swiss. “For instance, peaple in
Ladakh will understand the idea of sus-
tainability better than those who live
say in Bangalore where people live on
day-to-day basis, Ladakhis know they
have to save for the hareh winter. 5o,
the approach to sustain ability will de-
pend on the culture of that place, Aleo,
1 realised that the people who respon-
ded the most to our effort was the one
who are suffering the impact of global
warming like the flood victims of La-
dakh or the cyclone sufferers in Kolka-
ta,” he observes.

{ For more details visit thelr
website www,toptatop.ord)
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